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Or the employment of labour for private gain : Pat Sloan l
tells this story :
Some time ago, when a certain well-known American business
man was visiting the Soviet Union, he happened to boast to his guide
that he employed several thousand of men in his various enterprises.
The guide . . . was unable to hide her dismay. " People get ten
years for that in this country," she said.
" The delivery by any industrial or commercial enterprise,
systematically or on a large scale, of goods of bad quality "
(art. i2&z).2
The making of " disadvantageous contracts " by managers of
State or public institutions (art. 129).
" Any obstruction of the lawful activities of any factory or
works committee, or trade union, or of any authorized represen-
tative of any of them " (art. 135).
During the world war, officials have received sentences of
imprisonment up to five years for undue delays in considering
applications for allowances and for failing to show a " receptive
and sympathetic attitude towards relatives of men in the
Forces ".3
(2)  The vagueness and the sweeping character of many of
the definitions used in the Penal Code ;  for instance :
" The undermining of State industry, transport, trade,
currency, or system of credit, or of the co-operative system with
counter-revolutionary intent, by utilizing the State institutions or
enterprises concerned or by working against their normal
activities . . ." (art. 58, No. 7).
" Maladministration by any person in control of any State
or public institution or enterprise ... if it results in waste or in
irreparable damage to the property of the institution or enter-
prise . . ." (art. 128).
Or the already quoted arts. 135 and 130, the latter punishing
" waste " without defining its meaning.
(3)  The frequent changes and reversals of policy, in accord-
1 Soviet Democracy (1937), p. 43.   See also S. and B. Webb, op. cit., Vol. II,
p. xi 28 :  " Instead of rewarding or honouring those who engage others at wages
in order to make a profit out of the product of their labour, Soviet Communism
punishes them as criminals, guilty, irrespective of the amount of the wages that
they pay, of the crime of * exploitation V*
2 Under a decree of July 10, 1940, penalties for this offence have been further
increased, and a number of trials for producing goods of poor quality have been
reported;  see Hubbard, Soviet Lflbour and Industry (1942), p. 100.
a The Times, Feb. 24, 1942.